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DISMANTLING OF ROLLING MIL&AT BRANDENBURG STEEL AND ROLLING MILL

“he newly installed rolling mills for structursl steel at the Brandenburg
Steel acd Rolling Mill have been completely dismantled, and the machines and
installetions required for the two rolling mills have been shipped to the Hen-
nigadort Steel and Rolling Mill.

“mis action was based on the fact that the Brandenburg Mill, because of
the stoppage of the Siemens-Martin furnaceg, was in no position to produce steel
ingots. Ingots were obteined from the Riesa, Maxhuette /Unterwellenborn, and
RennizsderS plents and rolled on e trial basis. However, this procedure was 100
time -consuming, and, in addition, there vere d1fficvlties in obteining rail-
roz) cars from the Reichsbahn to tramsport the inmgots. Furthermore, transporta-
+1ou took “co much time, one week on the average, in splte of the uce of express-
freight trains.

Therefcre, the Branderburg Plant was in no position to keep up the uninter-
rupted production of structural steel, aad its stoppages Jeopardized the Germen
Deroczatic Republic's eupply of this material, for both the carrying out of the
Five-Vesr Plun program and the uninterrupted delivery of reparatiouns. Therefore,
the cempetent ministry ordered the rolling operatione for structural steel dis-
continued, and charged other plants with this operation, among them the Hennigs-
dor? Plant. All machines and installations in this production branch vere dis- .
mantled and shipped off. -

There was slso snovher reason for the dismentling. The Brandenburg Plant
has turneé away more and more from 1%s original purpose of a stsel and rolling
mill as it hes built up its installations for the production of [Honfarroug]
metals, aluminum, and carbide. Previously there wers no installationavofl this .
type in East Germany, except on 2 gmall scale for [:-xonferrou_s_/ metals production. {
Therefore, the aforszmentioned branches of production vere centralized at Branden-
burg. where ey are being enlarged on an incressed scale. Additicnal wdrkshops
recuired for this purpose can te cbtained only under great difticulties, because
) of u shortage of materials and = lack of experts. Additional installations for
. processing metal and aluminum will be iumstalled in the workshops vacated by the
dismantling of -olling mill insteilstions. '
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